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CONFIDENTIAL MANAMA 0342 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS : PINS, BA 

SUBJECT : BAHRAIN TEACHERS' STRIKE 

1. BAHRAIN'S PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS WENT OUT ON STRIKE 
MARCH 20 IN LATEST DEVELOPMENT IN LINGERING DISPUTE CAUSED 
BY EDUCATION MINISTER S DISMISSAL FIVE SCHOOL TEACHERS FOR 
GIVING INTERVIEWS TO LOCAL PRESS CRITICAL OF GOVERNMENT'S 
EDUCATION POLICIES WITHOUT PRIOR MINISTERIAL CLEARANCE. 
MORNING MARCH 20 RIOT POLICE VERY MUCH IN EVIDENCE AND THERE 
ARE REPORTS OF USE OF TEAR GAS AGAINST SOME GROUPS OF STUDENTS 
CAUSING MINOR DISTURBANCES. BY NOON MARCH 20 THERE WAS NO 
EVIDENCE IN MANAMA OF STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS AND SITUATION 
APPEARED NORMAL BUT RIOT POLICE REMAIN DEPLOYED AND ON THE 
ALERT. STRIKE ORIGINALLY CALLED FOR ONE DAY ONLY BUT AS OF 
NOON MARCH 20 IT STILL NOT CLEAR WHETHER SCHOOLS WILL REOPEN 
MARCH 21. IN MY MARCH 19 AND 20 CONTACTS WITH GOB MINISTERS. 

I FOUND THEM NOTABLY RELAXED AND NOT TREATING TEACHERS' 
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COMMENT TO ME MARCH 20 WAS THAT HE UNCERTAIN HOW TEACHERS AND 
GOVERNMENT WOULD REACT TO CLOSING OF SCHOOLS BUT THAT THE 
CHILDREN IN HIS FAMILY WERE DELIGHTED. 

TWINAM 
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